\s 


» ea’ 


a 4 
i 
ORMED aT 
> 4 4 


w 

¢ 


e 


. 


% s 
- 
1 
- 1 
| J 
| 
a 
‘ 
7 
a 
NS 
€ 
| “4 
af 
‘ 
| | 
BEDFORT 
ite 
7 
ad 


N.'B. The following Report is defigned to 
afford, to all the Members of the Union, a View, 
and Record, of the Refolutions paffed at the 
General Meetings, and of the Exertions made to 
fpread the Gofpel in the feveral Diftricts. It ap- 
peared, therefore, neceffary, to render it particular, 
and diftin& ; although a bare ftatement of facts 
could, alone, be attempted. If interefting circum-_ 
ftances had been detailed, a large Volume would 
already have been produced. Nothing is inferted, 
that is not wnderfteed to be within the aétual 
Knowledge of the Committee; and, on this ac- 
count, it is poffible that fome particulars in the 
Weftern Diftricts may have been omitted. — 


The Committee és aware, that this Report might 


have been rendered more complete, by inferting a , 


detail of the progrefs of the Gofpel by means of 
thofe Minifters, who live in the fame Country, but 
who have not united, The motive for omitting 
every particular of this kind, as well as of the 
impediments which have occurred in the work, is 


merely, if it bé poflible, to avoid giving offence 
to any 
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hood, is defirable and expedient. 


de 


REPORT, 


I. Proceedings at the Jirft General Meeting at 
Bedford, 31ff Oéfober, 1997. 


Ta conference held in the afternoon of that 
day, in the Old Meeting Houfe, Dr. W. 


Gordon in the Chair, it was unanimoufly refolved : 


I, That an Affociation of the Minifters and 
Congregations in this County, and its Neighbour- 


Ul. That the Objeé&t of fuch an Affociation 
to fy the knowledge of the Go 
. That all, ire exception, w om we ap- 
hes Chrift in fincerity, 
admiffible as members, | 

IV. That the Minifters and Members of reli- 
gious Societies now prefent, declare themfelves, 
and each other, to be members of fuch an Affo- 


‘ciation, under the title of the Union of Chriftians, 


framed at Bedford. 
The Union was immediately conftituted by the 
following Minifters, and by members of their 


_ churches, and of fome others, that were prefent, 
in all fifty perfons, who annexed their fignatures, 


Butt, Newport Pagnel, Bucks. 
T. P. Bou, | ditto. 


fecond Church, Bedford, 


'W. Maulden, 
R. Davis, Thorn, 


Dicxins, Keyfoe, 


W. Gor- 
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W. Gorpon, p. p. St. Neots, Huntingdon fhire, 
S. Grearugzp, New Pag eel, Bucks. 

S. Hitityarp, firft Bedford. . 


Sir Ecrrton Lzicn, Little Harborough, wan 


M. Blunham. | 

W. Pain, Gamlingay, Cambridgethire. 
T. Rasay, Yardley, 


Waker, Leighton Buzzard. 

Refelved, V. That all pérfons, who are already 

_¢ommunicants in any. religious Society, wherein 
fatisfactory evidence: of evangelical pitty is re- 


‘be admitted to this be if their 
_(haraéter, be, approved, as fincerely religious, by 
Ahe Majority at any meeting of the Union, held jn 
od where they refide.. 
A diftinction. has fince’ been made, ‘by 
ral agreement, in favour of perfops who td 
communicated. in the Lord’s Supper, at 
‘places -where it 4s not, cyftomary to. require the 
abovementioned. evidence ; the ‘Mint 
“whom mer ftatedly attend, be perfons 
evangeli¢ piety, and recom them to union 
with us, fiich teftimonial entitles: them: admif- 
fion as members. ) | 
Refolied, MIL: That tote; who hive been 
admitted as members of dhe! Union, ‘have a. fight 
Vote in its proceedings, 
VHL That the next General Mee this 
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be appo inted to preach. in ‘the Forenoon, and the 


Rev..1. Wake. in, the, Evening ; cafe cafe, of ; : 
failure, the Rev. R. Davis, and the Rev.. T. Hill. 


$ 


“Phat the thahks,of this bec prefented. 
to the Rev. S. Greatheed, for his difcourfe Sethe, 
here this’ forenoon, .and that) he. be requefted 
-publith it for the benefit..of, the together, 
with an account. of the proceedings. | 

Tharthe Revs W, Bull be. appo 
dent of the Union; (which Mr. Bull declining, 
affittance .fhould be giver:him, itywas 
olved) that the Rev. S. Greatheed be. appointed 
Vice-Prefident. 
ML That the Rev. Hillyard bey appdinted: 
etary, and, Mr..John Fofter, of Bigelefwade, 
eajurer, of the Union. 
the Members, now. prefent, do, 
convenient to them, make. an immediate coms 
mencoment of the. nenefiary, funds of the Union, 
‘thet. fub{criptions. 

_ ¢Parfuant to, this, Refolution, the fam of 
14. was immediately fubfcribed, and, 1 paid 
the Treafurer’s ) 
That. it,.be. secommended. to. the united 
gations, by the Minifters prefent, to 


Funds of Usion be ap be. ap lied. 


ge, within the, limits of 
this. Union; and if the Punds exceed. what ismee 
for thefe purpofes, that the. furplus be 
to the Spread of the Gofpel in the 
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xv. “That the places within. the it limits 
of this Union, be diftributed- into five diftriéts; 
in each of which the tefidents who already 
late with themicives for the purpofe, fhall con-. 
ftitute 2 Committee, for promoting the objeéts of 
the Union tn their refpective vicinities. 

(1.) ‘Fhe Central Diftri& to. include the united 
members of the congre at Bedford, Cars 
dington, Cotton End, an Steventon. 
; .) The North Kimbolton, 
cots. 


The South E Blunham, G 
:aftern— amlingey, 


T be, Sourb W cfern—Maulden, Woburn, 


The North Pagne, 
Olney, Yardly. | 
XVI That the Cominieees, 3 in. thefe diftriéts, 
agen at fuch places and feafons 
uire; giv notice to- the 
a the Union” tificienty éarly to admit . 
ofthe attendance of one, or more of the Officers, 
ateach of the Diftrié Meetings. 
(N. B. By a refolution- paffed at the fubfequent 
General this lait. ftep becomes no 


the faid Committees. thall 
ing or more, of their Members, fo- corre Peed 
with.the , and ‘to tranfmit-to the T reaftrer 
the foms this -referve, pap 
the knowlcdge of  Gofpel in theit own-neigh- 
bourhood; a fim équal to one-tenth part-of the 
Funds actually in the pofieffion of the Treafurer. 
‘That the travelling expenfes of the Of 
‘cers, when attending Meetings in other diftriéts 
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BL There ‘app fome difference’ of 
fentiment u 


this Motion, the queftion was 
and catried by a tiajority, in the proporti on of 
Wis the Re Refolution:) 
MIX. ‘That we Hereby: our readinefs to 
fo far as-it ‘may practicable and 
expedient, with all Minifters of ‘the Gofpel, 
Chriftian- Societies, {of the defcription given’ im 
the sth Refolution) and perfons of approved piety, | 
wherefoever fituated. | 
That‘ communiitation be « opened, and cor- 
refpondence maintained, with religious Afio- 
ciations, inftituted for fimilar purpofes, whenfoever — 
it ftiall' appear expedient to the Officers of the 
Unien ;* and that Sir Leigh be requefted 
to iffipart to the Minifters ers with whom he ftands 


connected), the of thisday. 
In the evéning, at the fecond Meetin Hout, 
publie ip was’ refumed. The Rev. W. 


Dickins-preached on Hebrews xiii: ‘The Rev. 
W. Bull; fen: and R. Davis, 


If. in the D; 


LIN. confequence of ‘the preceding arrangements, 
a Meeting was: held’ in the Sours D 
at Woburn; on the gth.of November; at which 
the Rev. F. Wake was chofen Secretary, Mfr; 
R. Carey, of Woburn, Treafurer, for that Diftriée -~ 

Meetings were afterward held at each of the'other 
4 in the Diftrict, including Ripcrmount; ‘at 

which the Church defired to: be united with 
us; although, being deftituce of a Paftor, they are - 
incapable at prefent of taking an active part inoue 
‘The Rev. inock, of” 
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Coles, Paftor ofthe Church: at Mautpex 
‘near Ampruizz, had, a,fhort time. before the 
- formation the Union, fittedap for public wor- | 
thip -a ‘part of shis premifies.at-the latter place; 
which, a Market Town, had before been. 
unprovided with evangelical inftruction,, excepti 
once ina bea week day, by. Methodit 
_ Mhiniffers. . A Lord’s Day Evening Lecture -has 
fince been. .conftantly Mr. Coles’s, 
chiefly fupported by a fucceffion of Minifters from. 
| various. parts of the, Union,. and, very fully 
tended. Members of the Union,: in Mr. Coles’s 
Congregation, have, fince the Union was formed, 
conducted Meetings for prayer and reading fermons, 
’n the neighbouring villages of Milbrook and Fit- 
wick ; and have obtained an entrance for the Gofpel — 
in the neighbourhood of Clopbill and Silfoe. 
~Frem_the Church, formed eight years before, 
at Wopurn, the Gofpel had recently been intro- 
duced into fome Villages a: few miles diftant, by 
the exertions of the Rev. J. Scroxton, then refident 
Minifter at “Woburn, Mr. R. Carey, Deacon. of 
the Church there, and the Rev. W. Tift, who 
dwells in the town, and is pot ltatedly conneéted 
with any Church. 
fAfter the Union was formed, their exertions 
increafed; and although Mr. :Scroxton has 
Moved, there continues to be, preaching {tatedly, 
fhe? ilton » Everfholt, Stepping- 
4 | ley, and Little Brickbill ; and the Hamlets of Sheep. 3 
3 lane, in Potfgrove parith, and Lomg Slade, and a 
wid End, 1 the parith of Wavenden. The 
is fupplied alternately 
nel; and Bletchley, 
om. Woburn, .and 
places, 


| wZzarv had ‘been 
accuftomed to give up the labours of ‘Mr. i 
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= Day evenings in 
ay mornings Jin: winter., A 
= acceffion ‘to the number of Church 
and beavers: Leighton, by the Lord’s 
upon his labours, in feverak of the Villages. 
co-0 of his. neighbouring ‘brethren, 
the activity of his congregation, his {phere of 
ufefulnefs has been’ enlarged; and: there are now 
Meetings for preaching, reading, and praying, 
kept up fucceffively at Heath, \Eggington, Great 
and | Little Billington, Burcot, and Mentmore. By 
afliftance from a! Society in London, Mr. Wake 
had been enabled to extertd his labours to Abbot’s- 
Afton; a Village feven miles from Leighton; which 
was peculiarly in. need of religious inftruction; the 
Olergy man-who officiated as curate, ferving the 
church only. once .in ‘three weeks, and 
lefs ‘The: inhabitants attended 
diligently upon Mr: Wake’s labours; and; on, twa 
occafions, ‘when thefe unavoidably clathed with: 
the times of public:worfhip at Chureh, they almoft © 
deferted the 'latters):; This circumftance provoked 
the Clergyman’to ‘telinguith the curacy; and Mr. 
Wake advifed the :parifhioners to’ meafures, bp 
which Mr. Bifhop, a.pious and zealous Clergymam 
in the neighbourhood, fucceeded toit, with ahappy 
of ufefulnefs. Mr. Wake then directed 
_ his own exertions:to another Village; which would — 
_otherwife have been deftiture of evangelical inftrucs 
tion. The bleffing of God appears: to’ have.at- 
tended thefe meafures in a remarkable manner, > ; 
At TuHorn, the neighbouring dwelling. houles 
being few, the attendants have confented se their 
Miniter, Mr, Davis, fhould preach every Lord’s 
Day morning at Houghton, (near Dunftable) a 
populous Village where .he refides; and every 
4econd in the evening, at one the 


By thefe means he. now 
labours 
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DiftriG,. on. the r7th of 


Morris, J. Raban, and J. Trapp; ftudents 
of the congre 


been kept: up. every Lord’s Day evenin 
villages Eanberton, Clifton, Newton 


labours: aleernatelyat Sundon and Wingfield’, and: 


ogcafionally at Tuppincrow. Myr: Davis has 


likewile opened a houfe at Flamftead, 
lamft ertford-. | 


A Meeting was held in the Nort War 
November,. at. Olney, at 


the Rev. T.. s Meeting-Houfe. Mr. W. 
Sampel, a. member of Mr. Hillyard’s Church, was. 


chofen Treafurer of the Diftrié&, and the Rev. T.. 
P. Bull, Secretary. The Rev. J. Sutcliff; patter 


tuft. Church at Olney, the Rev. 


Earl’s Barton, the Rev. W. Wakefield of Cran. 
field, the Rey. J. Goodrich of Stony Stratford, 
andthe Rev. T.Corbey, of the Bapuft Meeting, 
Newport. Pagnel;. with Mefirs. J. Hillyard, 
at Mr. 
's Accademy ; and Mefirs. Rooth and Wallis, 
gregation at Potter’s Pury, were added 
to. the Union in this Diftri@.. Meetings relative 


in” 
the Rev. Meivill 
Thefe: Meetings: have 

at the. 


8 At Luton, in the Church under the Rev. T. ‘ 
Pilley's care, are fome Members. of the Union, 3 
one of whom. conducts a Meeting for prayer and: 
7 reading at Pepperftock, a neighbouring Hamlet a 
within: the border of Hertfordthire. | 
| Hennell WC laf On, id Rev. Ti 
| to ats concerns were aiterwards held at Mr. Bull’s,. | 
at Newport. Pagnel, and at Mr. Sutcliff’s, at 
Olney ;. other not being: fo conveniently. 4 
exrcumftanced affembling 
alone, Meetings: for reading and 
7 prayer had been held, previous to the Union, in j 
: by members. of Mr. Hill- 
sand Mr. Surtcliff’s congregations, in con- 
| : 
Lids | | 


and and have fince been. introduceti at 
ELavenden. Ataill thefe places there is orccafional 
preaching by Members of te Alaina: and likes 
wife at Ravenftone and W At Stoke 
Goldington, a Leéture is preached. every Lotd’s 
Day, y the united: Minifters of Olney anc: News 
Raban, who preaches ftatedly at Yarbty, 
in Northamptonfhire, but refides at Olney,. thares 
with the other Minifters in labouring at their vari« 
per a and. preaches, befides, once a month 
at 


county, preaches at Boxzeat, Great 
Irebefter, and Hinwick, Meetings are 
alfo kept up at thefe places by Members of the 
Union belonging to his congregation, on thole 
when there isnot preaching. 


| county, preaches at Wilby, Grundou, Brayfield. on 
the’ Green, Mear’s Afhby, Effon, and Sywelli; and, 
at the former three places, his congregation: fup- 
port Meetings for the vacant 
Sabbath evenings. 

Mr. Bull, paftor of the t Church at 
Newport Paonex, had, by the affiftance of his 
fon and ftudents, ufually fupplied) Sherington and 
North Crawley with Lectures every Lord’s: Day 
evening. Since the formation of the Union, the 
Minifters at Newport have joined with thofe at 
Olney; in fupporting- 2 conftane Lecture. alf ar 
Stoke Goldington ; thofe from Woburn, in preach 
ing at Wavenden; and with Mr. Goodrich; in 
reaching every fortnight at Loughton. and Dens» 

er, where the Gofpel has been recently. intro- 
duced ; as it has alfo been at Tatsle End, inthe 


which is fupplied; only: from’ 


every other Lord's Day afcernoon. 


Mr. Hennell, of Wottraston, im the 


Mé. Timfon, of Barw’s: Bartow, in. the fame 
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Mr. Corbey, -paitor of the Baptift Church ‘at 
Newport: Pagnel; dwelling at Olney, . joins in. 
preaching at feveral of the placcs fupplied from: 
thence. Some Members of ‘his congregation join 
with Mr. Bull's; in reading.and_praying at the 
abovementioned villages;: when there no 
preaching. 

‘Mr. Goodrich, paftor of the Church at Seber 
STRATFORD, joins with the’ Minifters and Srudents. 
at Newport Pagnel, (who ufually fupply-the-con- 
gregation at Porrer’s Pury, mear Stony Strat- 
ford) in preaching every fortnight at.Denfhanger 
and Loughton ; and feveral Members of the con- 
gregations at Stratford and Pury, conduct Meet~ 
ings for reading and prayer at the. fame places, 
the Lord’s Day ‘when there is not 
preaching. 


a Meeting was held, orf of Nowember, at Dr. 
Gordon’s, St. Negor’s, on‘ the.concerns of. the 
Worth Eastern Ditftrict.. Dr.’ Gordon. ) was 
chofen:Secretary, and Mr. W. Fofter, (a Member 
of his\Church) Treafurer for the Diftri@t. Ano- 
ther Meeting was fubfequently held at Kimbolton. 
The Rev. J. Manning, of Spaldwick in Hunting- 
donfhire, and the Rev. — Claypole, of Rufhden 
in Northamptonfhire, joined the Union at thefe 
Meetings ; but the fituation of the latter is-rather 


with the Central, or the, North Weftern 


Ditrict. | 

There is preaching occafionally at Eaton Socom, 
ond prayer meetings are held there and at Little 
Barford, by members of Dr. Gordon's congrega- 
tion at St. Nzgor’s. 
Mr. Nickolls, of alfo at 


Tilbrook, Dean, and Pertenball; and prayer meet- 


by his con- 
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{ 
- Mr. Manning, of Spatpwiex, preaches every 
month at Ellington and Eaffon, and prayer mectings 
are held at thofe’ places. He~ preaches alfo o¢ca- 
fionally at Great Catworth. 
Mr. Dickens of Keysoz, preaches at Swinefbead, 
_ where alfo prayer meetings are fupported; and 
occafionally at Rifely, and Pertenhall abovemen- 
tioned, 


a A Meeting was held on the 30th of November, 
Be at Beprorp, for the Centra Diftriét, in which, 
af as all the Minifters, excepting one, refide at Bed- 
ford, (including Mr. Freeman, of Carpincron 
Corton Enp) they frequently conferred on the 
affairs of the Union, and no other Meeting was 
called. George Livius, Efg; was chofen Treafurer 
for the Diftrict; and the Secretary of the Union 
dwelling on the fpot, no other was nominated. The 
Rev. — Morrell, Minifter atthe third Meeting Houfe 
in Bedford, joined the Union; and a prayer meét- 
ing for the fuccefs-of the Gofpel was appointed, 
every month, in turn, at the three diffenting places” 
of worfhip. The Minifters in Bedford agreed to 
affift each other in rendering more frequent the 
-Leétures which had before been preached occa- 
fionally at Stag/den, Kempfton, Wotton, Elverton, 
Hawnes, Cardington, Cople, Willington, Goldington, 
Renbold, and Oakley; at moft of which places the 
Church Members, who refide in thefe Villages, 
conduct Prayer Meetings. Houfes have fince been 
opened for preaching and prayer, at Biddenbam, 
Brombam, Clapham, Harrowden,. Milton Ernys,:and 
Wlifoamftead which the firft four, as well. as 
-Kempfton, are-attended by: Members of the Union 
from Bedford; every Lord’s Day evening. 
Mr.’ Millard,. of Srevewron, occafionally 
preaches ‘at. Pavinghaw, Turvey, (beforemen- 
fioned ) foriie: of the Villages laft 
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and Prayer Meetings are kept satan. 


gation at Pavingham, and at O 
congregation at lately under 
Mr. Grundon’s charge, have joined the Union, 
but are at prefent without a fettled Minifter. 
oppofition to the Gofpel:is in general made 
in this Diftnét, but much cordiality and attention 
every where difcovered. 


~ nthe sth of December, @ Meeting was held, 
for the concerns of the Sours Eastern Diftrid, 
at Bigglefwade. The Rev. M. Mayle was chofen 
) ; and the Treafurer of the Union re- 
fiding in no other perfon was 

an ‘that de nt. The Rev. J. Mab- 
bett of Bigglefwade, Rev. J. Geard of Hitchin, 
and Rev. J. Gamby of Southill, joined the Union. 
A fubfequent Meeting was held at Blunham. 
_ The Mimifters agreed to preach alternately at 
_ Suzy rorp, a market town, deftitute of the Gofpel, 
‘ence every month ; and at Henlow, once in about 
two months; befides occafional preaching at thefe 
places, and alfo at Porton, Sandy, Roxton, Great 
Barford, Willington, (beforementioned) Warden, 
dreland, Stanford, Broom, Langford, Holwell, Offiey, 
Great Wymondly, Highfield, Prefton-Wood, and Cole- 
man's Green. 

At Biccieswapez, a Meeting for prayer and 
reading has lately been introduced on Lord’s Day 
evenings, and a Sunday School has been inftituted 
‘by the congregation. -They have alfo, in concert 
with Mr. Gamby’s congre at SovTHi1, in- 
troduced Prayer Meetings at Langford and Broom. 

Members of the Union at Biunnam have kept 
up Prayer Meetings, on various:days of the week, 
vat Roxton, Willington, and Sandy; and have in- 
~troduced them, on winds Days, at idhe firft and laft 

names places, and at Great Barford, Occafional 
preaching, 
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‘preaching, and Prayer Meetings, have alfo ‘bee 


introduced at Willow Hill, near Muggerhanger. » 
Mr. Geard of Hircurn, has lately introduced 
the Gofpel at Shitington, amidft violent oppofition. 
_ The Rev. W. Pain of Gamuincay, preaches 
at Abbot's Leigh, Warefley, and Croydon, 


In confequence of the communication made by 
Sir Egerton Leigh to the Warwickfhire and 
Northamptonfhire Minifters in his neighbourhoed, 
they met at Litrre Harsoroven, on the arft 
of November, and unanimoufly refolved, 

_ J. That the univerfal Union of ferious Chrifti- 
ans, of all denominations, is highly defirable, and 
ought to be attempted. 

II. That this Meeting, earneftly withing to pro- 
mote fuch an Union, do approve of the general 
plan propofed by our brethren at Bedford. 

Hil. That Mefirs. Burder, J. Edmonds, Grundy, 
and Knight, be a Committee to correfpond with 
the Bedford Union; and make their report at the 
mext Mecting, to be held at Litcle Harborough 
n the 4th of April, 1798. 

IV. That the Minifte:s prefent engage to make 
their refpective congregations acquainted with the 


_ prepofed Union, and endeavour to excite their at- 


tention to it. 

Agreeable to one of thefe Refolutions, another 
Meeting was held at the fame place, on the day 
appointed; at which the Vice-Prefident of this 
Union attended.’ The plan of the Bedford Union, 


prefixed to the printed Sermon, was then read; 


and it was refolved by the Mimifters prefent be- 


to the Warwickfoire Affociation, to re- 
ommend to their brethren to adopt certain parts 


ef the Bedford plan, in which it differed from their 


‘own; and a fimilar Refolution was agreed to by the - 


Minifters who were prefent from the Weftern part 
of Northamptonfbire. 
iP Sir 
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rton Leigh having adopted the fame 
in his. own neighbourhood 
that ro re been followed with fuccefs in this county, 
found it practicable, by his own labours, on thofe 
of feveral in his congregation, to fupply almoft 
reaching, or reading the 
of Harborough, Lawford, Churchover, 
Biles, ifenball, Cosford, Newboid, and Brownfover. 

In every place where this method has been ufed, 
the Village Sermons, publifhed for the purpofe, by 
the Rev. G. Burder, of Coventry, have peewee 
peculiarly acceptable and ferviceable. 

The Sermon, preached at the Formation of the 
Union, was publifhed, according to the Refolution 
to that purpofe, at the end of the year 1797. 
One thoufand copies were printed, and nearly one 
half of that number was unenedrately fold within 
the limits of the Union. 

In confequence of the Refolution for communi- 
cation with other affociated bodies, ‘the higheft 
approbation has been expreffed, from various quar- 
ters, of the Plan of Union adopted by us. The 


‘Secretary and Treafurer of the Hamphhire A ffo- 


ciation, (who has alfo favoured this Unjon with 


valuable papers, printed for«circulation in’ that 
-county, and with his legal advice, upon points of 
importance) writes thus: “ I rejoice in the fteps 


ou are taking for the fpread of the Gofpel in 
Bedfordthire. Your Union, indeed, goes a ftep 
beyond our Affociation ; and forry I am that we 
come even a whit behind you. I lamented always, 
that our Affociation was confined to Churches of 
our own fect (Independents). It contraéts the 


-univerfality of exertions, which. otherwife would 
not fail of being diffufed in’ moft places in our 
county. But, confined as comparatively our exer- 

tions are, the Lord has 
blefled the work.” 
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Ill. Proceedings at the fecond General Meeting. 


Purfuant to a Refolution of the firft General. 
Meeting, a fecond was held at Bedford, on the 
24th of April, 1798, which was much more nume- 
roufly attended than the former. Public worfhip 

was conducted at the Old Meeting Houfe, in the 
forenoon, when the Rev. W. Bull preached from 
Acts xi. 26. and the Rev. J. Sutcliff, and J. 
Couffins, (of the Northampton Methodift Circuit) 
engaged in prayer. In the afternoon, the fecond 
Meeting Houfe was filled with members and friends» 
of the Union, affembled for conference, among 
whom were nearly fifty Minifters. The Rev. J. | 
Geard introduced with prayer, and the Vice-Pre- 
fident having taken the chair, 

It was moved, and unanimoufly refolved, 

I, That a report be made of the proceedings of 
the Union fince the former General Meeting. 

The Chairman having reprefented that he had 

been difappointed of materials for preparing a re- 
port, through fome delays and deficiencies in the 
correfpondence of the Union in its prefent ftage, 
it was refolved, 
- IL That the Officers of the Union, and of the 
Diftricts, be requefted to ftate the circumftances 
of which they have knowledge, refpecting the paft 
proceedings, | 

In confequence of which refolution, the Officers 
of the Union ftated, what information had been 
communicated to them, and the meafures that had 

at the feveral Diftrict Meetings which they 
attended. The Secretaries and Treafurers of 

the refpective Diftri€ts then fupplied the farther 
information that was neceflary. From the papers 
furnifhed in this manner, the preceding account of 
the proceedings in the Diftricts has been digefted ; 
Sir Egerton Leigh, who attended this Meeting, 
giving 
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iving an account of the proceedings at Little 
arborough. | 
With refpe& to the outward correfpondence, 
and collateral events, the Chairman communicated 
information of the difpofition exprefied toward 
general Union among pious people in other parts 
of this country, and on the Continent of Europe, 
and read a tranflation from a German letter, ad- 
drefied on the fubjeé, to the Miffionary Society 
of London; by a fociety of pious people, fpread 
over all the European Proteftant nations, the cen- 
tral Committee of which refides at Bafel in Swit- 
zerland. Extraéts were alfo read from letters from 
the Rev. W. Pinnock, R. C. Brackenbury, Efq; 
of Raithby Hall, Lincolnthire, Jofeph Reyner, Efq; 
London, and. T. A. Minchin, Eig; of Gofport. 
It appeared that fome pious Clergymen pr ae the 
eftablifhed Church, and the principal Minifters of 
‘the Methodift connexion, were cordially difpofed 
to the advancement of Chriftian Union; and that 
the Moravian brethren in our neighbourhood 
heartily united with us fo far as the regulations of 

their Church admitted. 

It was then refolved, | 

Ill. That the Plan of Union prefixed to the 

blifhed Sermon, be taken into confideration, to 

adopted, corrected, or farther improved. 

IV. That a Committee be appointed, confifting 
of two Members to be chofen in each Diftrié, 
and of the Officers of the Union for the time 
being; who fhall meet at Bedford, the Monday 
before the full moon in January, April, July and 
®étober ; at which times all matters which 
“the intereft and objects of the Union fhall be tranf- 

and five of the Members fhall conftitute a 


uorum: | 
en That the thanks of the Union be given to 4 
the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Secretary, and Trea- . 
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furer, for their fervices, and that they be requefted 


to continue them till the next General Meeting. . 
The Offieers of the Union expreffed their fenfe 
of the honour done to them by their brethren, and 
their willingnefs to render every fervice in their 
power ; but the Vice-Prefident thought it neceflary 
to impart, that it was probable he might fhortly 
remove to the neighbourhood of London: on 
which it was refolved, at the motion of the Trea- 
furer, 
VI. That this Meeting cannot feparate without 
declaring their fenfe of the obligations they are 
under to the Vice-Prefident, for the active part 
he has taken, in bringing forward a plan that bids 
fair to be productive of fo much good, and from 
which fuch benefits have already refuited: and, 
fearing that the Union, but now in its infancy, 
may iuftain confiderable difadvantage by his re- 
moval, they moft earneftly requett, if it be poffible, 
his continuance in this neighbourhood. 

Refolved, Vil. That the thanks of.this Meeting 
be given. to the Prefident of the Union, for his 
excellent Sermon preached in the forenoon. 

_ WIE. That a Report of the paft proceedings of 
the Union be drawn up and printed, and that 
copies be circulated through the United Congre- 
gations. | 
That an Addrefs to the religious: A 
ciations in Great Britain @e drawn up by the Vice- 
Prefident, and fent to them, with the printed Re- 
_ port of Proceedings, after. both fhali have been 
revifed and fanétioned by the propofed Committee. 

X. Thzt Meetings be held, as carly as conve- 
‘nient, for the choice of two Members in each 
Diftri&, to form the Committee aforefaid. 

XI. That the next General Meeting of the 
‘Union of Chriftians be held on the Tuefday before 
‘the full moon in April, 1799, if no unforefeen 
C2 -Circum- 
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Circumftance fhall poftpone it, or fhall require it 
to be held earlier. Previous notice to be given, 
and the public worfhip, and conference, to! be 
arranged by the General Committee ; the Rev. W. 
Gordon, D. D. and the Rev. J. sc 
quefted to preach on that occafion. i 


The. public worfhip of the evening was con- © 
ducted, at the fecond Meeting Houfe, by the Rev. 
a oF Wake, who preached from Lfaiah liv. 17; and 
the Rev. A. Fulicr, of Kettering, and D. Hennell, 
of Wollafton, who engaged in prayer. 


From the sascuding details, it appears, that the 
- number of ne ighbouring congregations in which 
there are members’of the Union, is thirty-four. In 
fome of thefe, the communicants, 
other perfons of approved piety, have to 
unite vith us. The number of ftated Minrters in 
thefe congregations, who have joined the Union, is 
twenty-cight; befide whom, there are ten unfettled 
Munifters, Students, and other — rfons, who 
“preach in concert with them. be fame num- 
ber of Miniiters alfo are correfponding Members, 
Subfcribers, or otherwife fupporters of the Union. - 
About 150 active and zealous perfons, belonging | 
to the United Congregations, conduct Meetings 
for Prayer, and for reading evangelical Difcourfes, 
in the Villages, at feafons when their Minifters = 
elfewhere engaged. By thefe means nearly 1 
towns, villages, or hamlets, befide thofe 
in which the Minifters are fettled, are furnifhed 
‘with opportunities of devotion and religious in- 
firuftion, moft of them ftatedly, and many of them 
every Lord’s Day. | 
In conftructing the forego going Report, mention 
‘has. been made only of the Mini and Con- 
‘gregations that are united together. Several tad 
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to which their exertions «have 
vg are, at times, attended by Minifters.of 
other connexions; who alfo labour at thirty-five; 
or more places, befide thefe,. within the fame 
extent of country. This number includes. the 
places vifited by the Methodift Minifters of the 
Bedford and Northamptonfhire Circuits ; and thofe- 
{tated congregations, belonging to the Eftablifh- 
ment, or to different denominations of Diffenters, 
which enjoy the labours of evangelical Minifters ; 
together with the places where. they occafionally 
wy fo far as we have acquired information of 
em. 
We cordially rejoice that Chrift is preached, 
whether by perfons who follow him with us, or by 
others, at fo many places in this country. In 
fome parts of it, very few of the Villages are defti- 
tute of fpiritual advantages ; but, apon an average, 
not above one half of thofe which are fcattered ~ 
over the country here fpoken of, are as yet vifited 
with the preaching of the Crofs. Notwithftanding 
exertions have-fo greatly increafed fince the for- 
mation of the Union, that the feafons of public 
worfhip are, in fome vicinities twice, in others 
three times as numerous as they were, much evi- 
dently remains yet unattempted. Where we have 
not the means of introducing the Gofpel, we have 
only to lament the deficiency; but if any of us, 
who have houfes where it might be preached, are 
induced, by the love, or the fear of the world, to 
{hut our doors againft it, Woe be unto us! 
In clofing this Report, brethren, we would 
earneftly:recommend to you a conduct that fhall 
adorn the doétrine of God our Saviour. Pra 
without ceafing, for his bleffing on the good wor 
in which we are engaged. Bear with each other’s 
infirmities in jointly promoting it.“ By your mu- 


‘. tual affection, give full proof that it is not the 


appearance and form of Union, but its fpirit and 


power, 
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power, that we cultivate. Guard againft cenfurin 
them who decline to join with us. Refpect 
who act confcientioufly. Love all who love Chritt. 
Let not your good be evil {fpoken of. Let none 
undertake to hold forth to others the word of life; 
but thofe whofe condué proves that they have 
received it into their own hearts. Be mindful of 
the important influence which your behaviour, in 
civil and temporal concerns, ‘will have upon the 
honour and the fuccefs of the bleffled Redeemer’s 
caufe, m which we have jointly engaged! The 
God of peace be with you! - 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of Union, 


WILLIAM GORDON, Chairman, 


Beprerp, 


of Fuh, 1798, 
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Report of the- Union of Chriftians 
formed at Bedford, of Culleéions, Subfcriptions, 
and Donati ons, received by bim, alphabetically 


arranged. 
; 
Abbett, William, St. Neot’s - o10 6 
Arrowfmith, Jofeph, Newport Pagnel 
Barton (Earls) Northamptonshire, ColleQtion 1 rr 6 
Bedford, Old Meeting, Colle&tion - 12 8 7 
Bodger, Richard, Southill - 
Bull, Rey. William, Newport Pagnel 220 
Rev. FT. P. ditto. 
Burkitt, Rev. Thomas, Bedford - 
Brackenbury, Richard C, Efq; Raithby Hall, 4 
Chafe, late Mrs. E: Luton 
Cranfield, Bedfordthire, Colle&tion | o 7 6 
Cripps, Jofeph, Newport Pagnel - io 
Davis, Rev Houghton Regis o10 6 
Fofter, ohn, Bigglefwade 5 § © 
Fofter, Mrs. ditto - 2. 
Fofter, John, Holwell, near Hitchin 2 
Fofter, William, St. Neot’s 
Freeman, Rev. William, Bedford 
A Friend the North Eaftern 
Gamlingay, Cambridgethire, Colle&tion 21t 
-Geard, Rev. John, Hitchin oto 6 
Gordon, Rey. Dr. William, St. Neot’s 
Greatheed, Rev. Samuel, Newport Pagne § 5 @ 
Greatheed, Mrs. ditto 
Greig, Mr. Southwark - - 20° 9 
rio 
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Rogers, Thomas, Newport Pagnel 


Handfcomb, J. H. N rt Pagnel 
Hennell, Rev. David, Wollafton 
Hillyard, Rev. Samuel, Bedford. = ~ 
Hogg, Rev. Reynold, Thrapftone 
Horne, Rev. Mélvill, Olney 
Inkerfole, William, St. Neot’s 3 
Inwood, Jethro, Newport Pagnel 
Reyfoe, Bedfordthire, Colle€tion 
Kilpin, Thomas, Newport Pagnel 
Kembelton, Colle&tion 6 14 6 
Leigh, Sir Egerton, Bart. Little Harborough, "| 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordthire, Colle&tions 310 © 
Livius, George, Efq; Bedford - 
Mbbbott, Rev. T. Bigglefwade 3 2 
Malden, John, ditto - 
Manning, Rev. J. Spaldwick - 
Mayle, Rev. Martin, Blunham sie o 10 6 
Millard, Rev. J. Steventon - ° 5 © 
Neale, Mifs, Luton o 10 6 
Neale, Mifs H. ditto o10 6 
Nect's, St. Huntingdonfhire, ColleAion at 
Independent Meeting (exclufive ef Sub-$ 310 
_ fcriptions) 
Newport Pagnel, Buckinghambhire, ditto at 
ditto {exclufive of Sub{criptions) 4 
Olney, Buckinghamfhire, ditto at ditto fex- | 
Palmer, Rev. Samuel, Hackne 
Pawiey, John, I io 
Pilley, Rev. John, Luton 6 
innock, Rev. William, Fenny Stratford o 2.6 
Prefton, Thomas, Southill | - o Io 6 
 Raban, Rev. Thomas, Olney 
Reyner, Jofeph, Efg; London 
Ridgemount, Bedfordthire, Colleftion 24 2 
oto 6 
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Sampel, Wiliam, Olney - 
Saville, Jofeph, St. Neot’s o10 6 
Scroxton, Rev. John, late of Woburn OIr oO 
Southill, Bedfordthire, Collection (exclufive? | 
of Subfcri tions) - - 
Street, Mr. Blunham - - 
Sutcliff, Rev. John, Olney ~ 
Thorn, Bedfordthire, Colleétion ~ 113 6 
Wallis, Géorge, Stony Stratford - o10 6 
Webfter, Jofeph, St. Neot’s - o1o 6 
Welt, Bigglefwade 6 
Wilfon, Samuel, ditto - 


Woburn, Bedfordihire, Colle&tion I 


The i / the Union of Chriftians formed at Bedford, 


23d July, an To By Expenfes in Central ay 
of Collec Diftrié - 11 
tions, &c. as ton i North Weftern do. 110 6 
£-140 13 9 | South Weftern do, 7 §2¢ 
South Eaftern do. 10 
| North Eaftern do. 318 6 
I 


122 16 
L140 139 
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